Application based on marriage to or being the Civil Partner of an Irish Citizen

Please note, you must be married / in a civil partnership to the Irish citizen for not less than 3 years, and be living together at the date of making an application and have the required residency in the island of Ireland (see below).

You should check that your civil partnership can be recognised by the Irish State before you apply for citizenship. Civil Partnership orders determine which foreign civil partnerships are recognised. There orders are issued periodically.

· A certified colour copy of the biometric page of your current in date passport .The colour copy must be certified by a solicitor, commissioner for oaths, peace commissioner or notary public. 

· A certified copy of your original civil birth certificate, and a copy of a translation into English if the certificate is in a language other than English or Irish.

· Applicants must also establish their identity. Applicants can do this by submitting identity documents with a predetermined point value until they reach a score of 150 points. 

· Applicants are required to reach a score of 150 points in each of the years proof of residency is required. They do this by submitting proofs with a predetermined point value until they reach the required score of 150 points for each year of residency claimed. 


· Documentary proof of Irish spouse’s/civil partner’s entitlement to Irish citizenship
(certified copy of Irish spouse’s/civil partner’s birth certificate if born in Ireland / certified copy of foreign birth register entry / spouse’s or civil partner’s parent’s birth certificate if latter was born in Ireland / certified copy of naturalisation certificate / certified copy of passport page with photograph).


· Certified copy of marriage certificate / civil partnership registration**. NOTE: If your civil partnership was registered in a country other than the State, then recognition of this relationship by the State is determined by reference to the Civil Partnership (Recognition of Registered Foreign Relationships) Order 2010. You should satisfy yourself that your registered relationship is recognised before making an application based on being the civil partner of an Irish citizen.

· The relevant sworn Affidavit must be completed by the Irish spouse/civil partner in the presence of a legal witness (Commissioner for Oaths, Peace Commissioner, Notary Public or Practising Solicitor).


· Copies of three different proofs of residence in the island of Ireland for both applicant and spouse/civil partner for 3 months prior to the date of application showing date and name and current address. Proofs include mortgage/rent agreement, household bills. (gas, electricity, phone or cable/satellite TV), bank statements, revenue, mortgage agreement, social welfare, letter from employment, etc.

· Evidence of residency permission if applicable  i.e. your passport(s) showing residency permission stamps for a period of 1 year immediately prior to the application and a further 2 years in the 4 year period before that, equalling 3 years in total, or alternatively proof of residence in the island of Ireland for this period. Please submit proofs of residence for each year. Each proof will be allocated a specific number of points. An applicant must accumulate a total of 150 points in each year in order to meet the appropriate standard. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Where the residency is in Northern Ireland, evidence must be given of being lawfully resident in that jurisdiction for the period of 1 year immediately prior to the application and a further 2 years in the 4 year period before that, equalling 3 years in total, on foot of a permission granted by the immigration authorities of the United Kingdom, which period was granted other than for a period of :
· enabling you to engage in a course of education of study; 
· or having a claim to be recognised as a refugee within the meaning of the 1951 Geneva Convention relating to the status of refugees and the 1967 protocol relating to the status of refugees determined by the UK authorities.

If your application is successful a certification fee of up to €950 may be payable by you,  or of €200 if a widow, widower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen see the citizenship fees page on the ISD website at https://www.irishimmigration.ie/citizenship/. If your application is refused you will be advised of the decision and, where appropriate, the reasons for refusal. There is no appeals process; however you can re-apply at any time if you believe you meet the criteria.

