
 

 

 
Chartered Forced Return 

Operation  

 
13 October 2025  

 
 
 
 

Human Rights Monitoring Report 

  















 

8 
 

were removed approximately 40 minutes after take-off and were not used again during this 
operation. No other use of force was observed and no other restraints were used. 
 
Escorting officers were firm but friendly and the behaviour of gardaí to returnees was 
professional. Likewise, the behaviour of returnees to gardaí was also good and there were no 
incidents of note. Throughout the operation, there were good examples of rapport building 
by the escorting officers with the returnees. 
 
Following the previous return operation, the Monitors report included a recommendation to 
address the issue of missing items of property belonging to returnees. During this operation, 
further difficulties were encountered. For example, at one prison, IPS staff told the garda 
escorting officers that due to the early hour of collecting returnees, they were unable to gain 
access to the returnees’ property. This matter was eventually resolved. In addition, a mobile 
phone belonging to one returnee was not handed over by the prison. Due to continuing 
difficulties with property, the Department of Justice should engage with the Irish Prison 
Service to develop a joint protocol or documented process to ensure that all property 
belonging to a returnee is handed over to An Garda Síochána at the point of collection.  
 

Recommendation 
As a result of observations contained in this report, a recommendation is submitted for 
consideration. 
 
1. The Department of Justice should engage with the Irish Prison Service to develop a joint 

protocol or documented process for the handover of returnees’ property to An Garda 
Síochána.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
     




